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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2016 
 

FORM 4                     EUROPEAN STUDIES                       TIME: 1h 45min  
 

 

Name: _____________________________________                      Class: _______________ 

 

This examination paper consists of TWO parts, Part I and Part II. Candidates are to 

attempt BOTH parts and to read carefully the instructions within each part. 

 

 

PART I                                                                                                          (Total: 51 marks) 

 

Choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer ALL the questions in the chosen 

sections. 
 

Section 1 − Power and People 

 

1. Drafted in 1950 and entered into force in 1953, the European Convention on Human 

Rights marked a turning point in history towards peace and diplomacy. 

 

(1.1) Which important European organisation is responsible for the drafting of this 

Convention? 

 

____________________________________________________________________(1 mark) 

 

(1.2) The right to fair trial is one of the rights listed in the European Convention on Human 

Rights.  Briefly explain what this right implies. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________(3 marks) 

 

(1.3) Name and explain TWO other rights listed in this Convention. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ (4 marks) 
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2. The EU is based on the principles of liberty, democracy, the rule of law and the respect 

for human rights and fundamental freedoms.  Therefore, combating racism and 

discrimination are priorities for the EU.   

 

(2.1) What do you understand by the word ‘racism’? 

 

____________________________________________________________________(1 mark) 
 

 

(2.2) Discrimination can create feelings of shame, anger and sadness in the victims.  Name 

and discuss THREE ways in which a person can be discriminated. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________  (6 marks) 

 

(2.3) What do you understand by the word ‘xenophobia’? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________(2 marks) 
 

 

Section 2 − Economic Development and Changes in Europe 
 

1. There are four main types of industry in which firms operate.  These sectors form a 

chain of production which provides customers with finished goods or services.  These 

economic sectors are interdependent on one another. 
 

(1.1) Discuss Scandinavian forestry as an example of a primary sector, with particular 

emphasis on the aspect of sustainable forestry. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________  (10 marks) 

 

 

(1.2) Which region in Germany has been the leading industrial region in Europe due to its 

coal and steel related industries? 

 

____________________________________________________________________(1 mark) 

 

(2.1) Why is Rotterdam Europoort known as the ‘Gateway to Europe’? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________  (6 marks) 

 

 

Section 3 − Demographic and Social Realities 
 

 

(1.1) Identify FOUR challenges which European countries are facing as a result of 

multiculturalism. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________  (8 marks) 
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(1.2) Account for the increase in population in Germany after the Second World War. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________  (7 marks) 
 

 

(1.3) What do you understand by the term ‘mainstream culture’?  

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________  (2 marks) 

       
 

Section 4 − Europeans and their Environment 
 

1. The total quantity of water available to the people of Europe is limited.  More people 

are making demands upon fresh water supplies, leading to increasing strain upon this 

most precious natural resource.   

 

(1.1) The availability of fresh water varies greatly across Europe.  Why is fresh water more 

available in the north of the continent than in the south? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________  (2 marks) 

   

(1.2) Name and explain FIVE problems brought about by the lack of adequate fresh water 

supply in Spain. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________  (10 marks) 
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(1.3) Mention TWO solutions that are being undertaken by the Spanish government to meet 

the increasing demand for fresh water. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________  (4 marks) 

 

 

(1.4) Mention ONE other country that has similar water shortage problems as Spain. 

 

____________________________________________________________________(1 mark) 

 
 

 

Section 5 − Cultural Heritage 
 

(1.1) Dante Alighieri was a Florentine poet of the Middle Ages.  The Divine Comedy is 

considered as his central work.  Briefly describe what this epic poem is about. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________  (6 marks) 

 

(1.2) Architecture of the Ancient Roman Empire is considered as one of the most impressive 

of all times.  Discuss with particular reference to the Colosseum. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ (8 marks) 
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(1.3) Give the name of an English rock band which was formed in Liverpool in 1960 and 

identify TWO of its members. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ (3 marks) 

 

 

PART II                                                                                                         (Total: 34 marks) 

  

Answer any TWO questions in essay form.  

 

Section 1 − Power and People 

 

The European Court of Human Rights is an international court which was set up in 1959.  It 

rules on individual or state applications alleging violations of the rights set out in the 

European Convention on Human Rights.  Discuss. 

(17 marks) 

 

Section 2 − Economic Development and Changes in Europe 

 

The world is increasingly moving into the digital realm.  Technical advancements are 

bringing in transformation to lifestyles and online sellers are bringing in countless products 

and services to their customers through the online platform.  Discuss, with particular 

reference to the benefits offered by eCommerce. 

(17 marks) 

 

Section 3 − Demographic and Social Realities 

 

The Industrial Revolution, which took place from the 18th to the 19th centuries, was a period 

during which agrarian, rural societies in Europe became industrial and urban.  Discuss with 

reference to the causes of the Industrial Revolution. 

    (17 marks) 

 

Section 4 − Europeans and their Environment 

 

London’s Docklands is a central area along the River Thames which, for centuries, was the 

core of British seaborne trade.  In the latter part of the 20th century, several changes occurred 

within the Docklands, changes which did not necessarily find total approval.  Discuss. 

 

 (17 marks) 

 

Section 5 − Cultural Heritage  

 

Baroque art falls into the period of Counter-Reformation led by the Catholic Church against 

the Protestants.  Much of the Baroque art is emotionally engaging and intense, reflecting the 

social turmoil of the time.  Identify the main characteristics of this style. 

 (17 marks) 


